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STUDENT DRESS CODE

Help for non-English speakers
If you need help to understand the information in this policy please contact the College on (03) 5991 3500.

Purpose:
The purpose of the Student Dress Code is to outline Alkira Secondary College’s requirements for student dress and

appearance and to provide information about uniform purchase and support, dress code implementation and
exemption processes.

This dress code has been developed by Alkira Secondary College’ School Council in close consultation with our school
community to ensure that it respects the rights of individual students whilst reflecting the values and interests of our
community.

A student dress code reinforces a student’s pride in their appearance, supports belonging, and helps students
identify as part of the Alkira community. It strengthens the school’s image within the broader community, reduces
opportunities for social pressure or bullying, and ensures students are dressed safely for all learning activities.

This student dress code aims to:
e Toallow all students to feel equal

e To promote a sense of identify and pride within the College

e To provide durable, cost-effective and practical clothing for our College environment

e Toenhance the profile and identity of the school and its students within the wider community
e To prevent bullying and minimise stigma or embarrassment on the basis of clothing

e To ensure all students are dressed safely and appropriately for school activities

e To prepare students for the expectations of workplaces

Scope:

The Student Dress Code applies during College hours, while travelling to and from the College, and when
attending College activities. A general College uniform, as well as a sports uniform is prescribed and required to
be worn.

When representing the school, students are expected to comply with this Student Dress Code and may be provided
with representative clothing for the occasion.



Uniform and Appearance:

Students can wear any uniform item regardless of gender.

General Uniform Choices

Tops

All tops must display the approved Alkira logo to maintain a unified College identity.
e Alkira College polo — short sleeve

¢ College logo white short sleeve shirt (two styles)

¢ College logo white long sleeve shirt (two styles)

¢ College logo navy jumper

¢ College logo rughby top

¢ College logo spray jacket

¢ College dress

Bottoms

All bottoms must be non-branded, excluding those with the Alkira logo.
¢ College box pleat skirt

¢ College logo tailored shorts

¢ College logo gaberdine shorts

¢ College logo flexi-waist formal pants

¢ College logo tailored pants

¢ College logo trackpants zip cuff

¢ Plain navy drill/tailored school shorts (no cargo pockets)
¢ Plain navy drill/tailored school trousers (no cargo pockets)
¢ Plain navy trackpants (no fleece)

¢ Plain navy or white opaque or cotton blend tights (non-branded)
¢ Plain navy, black or white socks (non-branded)

Not Permitted

e Cargo pants or cargo shorts

e Fleece trackpants

e Denim or jeggings

e Fashion trackpants, including wide-leg or flared styles
e Trade or utility pants

e Any item with visible branding or logos

Footwear
All Black Shoes *All Black means; no other colours including soles, logos, eyelets, laces, stitching etc.

S

Not Permitted
¢ Open toe shoes or sandals




Sports Uniform Choices

¢ College logo sports polo
¢ College logo mesh shorts
® Sports sneakers

¢ Plain navy mesh shorts (elastic waist)
¢ Plain navy trackpants (no fleece)

College Sports Academy and Cricket Academy students have different uniform items.

Please note:
Sports uniform cannot be worn on days where students are not involved in practical sport or HPE classes.

Optional

¢ College baseball cap (logo or approved school colours only)
¢ College beanie (logo or approved school colours only)

¢ College scarf (logo or approved school colours only)

¢ College logo tie
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Specific items for attention:

While at school, travelling to or from school or participating in school activities, students must comply with the
following:

e Stud earrings and sleepers only. No spacers, ear bars or dangling earrings allowed.

e One discrete nose stud is permitted. No other facial piercings are permitted.

e Hair must be in a natural shade, as determined at the discretion of the Principal or their representative.
e Facial hair (beards, etc) needs to be neatly trimmed.

¢ Nails must be kept at a safe and practical length. Excessively long or extended nails (including acrylics, gel
extensions, or similar) are not permitted.

e Head, arm and leg coverings must be navy blue or black (as per above exemption e.g religious reasons).
e The length of shorts, skirts and dresses must be appropriate for a school setting, sitting at or below mid-thigh.

e As a Sun Smart school we encourage all students to wear a hat outside during recess/lunch and PE/sport
classes.

e Non uniform jackets, jumpers, vests and hoodies are not permitted. Uniform passes will not be issued for
non-uniform jumpers, jackets, vests or hoodies. The College will provide an alternative jumper/jacket
where possible.

e Logos, other than Alkira Secondary College, on clothes are not permitted.
e For safety and identification purposes, students must not cover their faces with any item of clothing.

e Students will wear the uniform with pride, being neat and tidy at all times.

Tattoos

In Victoria you need to be 18 to get a tattoo. It’s against the law for someone to tattoo you if you are under
18, even if you have your parents’ permission. This includes tattooing someone who is underage by using a
DIY kit or any other tool.

Students are required to have visible tattoos covered at all times by either acceptable College uniform items
or a skin-coloured bandage. The College understands that there are some cultural exceptions and in this
situation an exemption from the Principal must be requested in writing. If the exemption is granted then this
will be confirmed in writing, but it will be emphasised that where possible the student must still make every
effort to cover with College uniform.

Purchase Uniform

Uniform items can be purchased from Primary School Wear (PSW) - 407 Princes Hwy, Officer VIC 380. Permitted non-
branded uniform items can also be purchased from department stores.



Implementation:

Alkira Secondary College will ensure that this Student Dress Code and uniform item list is communicated to all families
and students through our website and the College newsletter. We will assist students who may be experiencing
difficulties complying with this policy where possible.

School Council requires that the Principal Team are responsible for implementation of the Student Dress Code.
Parents seeking exemptions to the Student Dress Code due to religious beliefs, ethnic or cultural background,
student disability, health condition or economic hardship must apply in writing to the Principal.

Students out of uniform without a pass can expect a consequence. The College also reserves the right to request
students who come to school out of uniform without a note/previous arrangement to offer them a loan uniform

item to replace their non-uniform item. Should a student refuse to wear this loan item for the day they will either
be sent home or remain out of classes for the day.

Measures taken by Alkira Secondary College to address concerns about student non-compliance with the
Student Dress Code will also be addressed in accordance with our Student Wellbeing and Engagement
Policy.

School Excursions and Activities

When students are attending school excursions or extracurricular activities, they are representatives of the
Alkira Secondary College community. Based on the nature of the school excursions or extracurricular
activities each event will specify if the students are to wear their academic or sport uniform items.

Prior to an extracurricular event or activity students not in the required uniform will be given the
opportunity to rectify the uniform issue. If it cannot be rectified and depending on the situation students
who are not in full school uniform may be excluded from the excursion or activity at their expense.

Exemptions:

We acknowledge that the enforcement of this Student Dress Code may impact students differently.

Students and their parents or carers may apply in writing to the principal for an exemption to this Student Dress Code
if:
e an aspect of the code:

o prevents students from being able to attend school or participate in school activities on the same
terms as other students because of the personal characteristics referred to in human rights and anti-
discrimination requirements

o offends a religious belief held by the student or parents/carers

o prevents students from complying with a requirement of their religious, ethnic or cultural background

e the student has a particular disability or health condition that requires a departure from the dress code
e the student or the parents/carers can demonstrate financial hardship that prevents them from complying with
the dress code.

Exemptions are considered confidentially and respectfully.


https://www.humanrights.vic.gov.au/static/05d17cd2dab7e353b4d71d22a0aacc60/Resource-EOA_Quick_Guide-June_2022.pdf
https://www.humanrights.vic.gov.au/static/05d17cd2dab7e353b4d71d22a0aacc60/Resource-EOA_Quick_Guide-June_2022.pdf

Communication:

This policy will be communicated to our school community in the following ways:
e available publicly on our school’s website
e on Compass
e reminders in our school newsletter
e discussed in student forums
e included in staff handbook
e discussed at staff briefings and meetings as required
e included in transition and enrolment packs
e discussed at parent information nights and sessions
e hard copy available from school administration upon request.

Policy Review and Approval

For future reviews of this Student Dress Code, we will consult with our school community through the following
mechanisms:

e letters, emails and social media messages to parents/carers
e surveys

e information in newsletters

e public meetings

e student meetings

e focus groups

e information on our website

Consultation materials will be translated into community languages.

Policy last reviewed November 2025

Approved by School Council

Next scheduled review date November 2028
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