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CHOOSING YOUR SENIOR SECONDARY PROGRAM 

Before making any decisions about subjects, it is important that both students and parents ensure they have an 
understanding of pathways beyond Year 10. Please take the time to read this guide thoroughly to inform 
yourselves about both VCE, VCE Vocational Major and Victorian Pathways Certificate programs. The following is 
a brief overview of these programs: 

VICTORIAN CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION (VCE) 
 This is the academic pathway for students in Years 11 & 12. You MUST complete the VCE if you require an ATAR 
(Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank) for a tertiary course at either a university and some TAFEs.  

VICTORIAN CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION (VCE) / VOCATIONAL MAJOR 
A 2-year vocational and applied learning program within the VCE with specific subjects designed to prepare 
ƚƣƨĬĲŰƣƚШŉŸƖШċШƻŸĦċƣŔŸŰċũШƓċƣőƽċǃЮШШÑőŔƚШƓċƣőƽċǃШŔƚШůŸƖĲШƚƨŔƣĲĬШƣŸШƚƣƨĬĲŰƣƚШƽőŸШĬŸŰќƣШƽŔƚőШƣŸШƓƨƖƚƨĲШÖŰŔƻĲƖƚŔƣǃШ
studies straight after year 12. 

VICTORIAN PATHWAYS CERTIFICATE 
A flexible certificate designed for students in Year 11 and 12 who would benefit from a more individualised 
program at a more accessible level than a senior secondary certificate.   Students will be enrolled with this 
program in consultation between the college, student, and family. 

Important questions to consider when choosing a program :  
иШìőċƣШĬŸШfШƽċŰƣШƣŸШĬŸШƽŔƣőШůǃШŉƨƣƨƖĲеШ 
иШìőċƣШċůШfШŊŸŸĬШċƣе 
иШìőċƣШĬŸШfШĲŰŢŸǃШĬŸŔŰŊе 
иШ?ŸШfШƽċŰƣШƣŸШƚƣƨĬǃШċƣШċШƨŰŔƻĲƖƚŔƣǃШŸƖШÑ [EеШ 
иШ ůШfШŔŰƣĲƖĲƚƣĲĬШŔŰШƚƣċƖƣŔŰŊШċŰШċƓƓƖĲŰƣŔĦĲƚőŔƓШŸƖШƣƖċĬĲеШ 
иШìőċƣШƽĲƖĲШůǃШĤĲƚƣШƚƨĤŢĲĦƣƚШŔŰШǃĲċƖШΝΜе 
иШ ƖĲШƣőĲƖĲШċŰǃШƚƨĤŢĲĦƣƚШŸƖШƚƨĤŢĲĦƣШĦŸůĤŔŰċƣŔŸŰƚШƣőċƣШůċǃШŊŔƻĲШůĲШċŰШċĬƻċŰƣċŊĲе 
иШìőċƣШċƖĲШƣőĲШƓƖĲƖĲƕƨŔƚŔƣĲƚШŉŸƖШƣőĲШƨŰŔƻĲƖƚŔƣǃШĦŸƨƖƚĲƚШfШċůШŔŰƣĲƖĲƚƣĲĬШŔŰеШ 
иШ ůШfШċШћĤŸŸťќШŸƖШћőċŰĬƚ-ŸŰќШƓĲƖƚŸŰеШ 
 
Visit http://labourmarketinsights.gov.au/  or www.myfuture.edu.au for further assistance. Both websites provide 
a comprehensive list of different industries and the training required to pursue a career in that industry.  
 

Students:  
If you have not already done so, discuss the answers to the above questions with your parents or a member of 
the Careers team. You may wish to write down your answers/notes to refer to when completing your program 
application and to ask your Course Counsellor.  

Year 11 Pathway planning will occur in several stages:  
ǒ Opportunity to complete Work Experience in Semester 1 
ǒ Future Options Expo  and Job Exploration т term 2 
ǒ Year level assemblies and subject Round Robin in term 3 
ǒ Course Selection Information Presentation and Question and Answer Session 
ǒ Compulsory Course Counselling interviews in term 3 

 
N.B Subject selection will be confirmed (and adjusted if necessary) taking into account Semester 1 
examination results. This will occur in consultation with the Student and Parent/Guardian during course 
counselling interviews.  
 

 
 
 
 

 

http://labourmarketinsights.gov.au/
http://www.myfuture.edu.au/
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SENIOR SCHOOL PATHWAYS POLICY 

Our Senior School Pathway policy is a reflection of our duty of care to our students and seeks to support 
students through ensuring that their subject selections for Senior Secondary programs are matched with the 
best possible pathway.  This will apply to subjects that require high levels of specific skill and knowledge in the 
Victorian Certificate of Education. 
 
This is reflected in our statement of intent, to secure the entitlements of every childЯШċŰĬШŸŉШƣőĲШĦŸũũĲŊĲќƚШƻċũƨĲƚШ
of excellence and care. 

Alkira Secondary College has a clear commitment to ensure that students perform to the best of their ability 
in an effective and stimulating learning environment. All students are required to achieve a satisfactory result 
and be on the Victorian continuum at standard or above for achievement in the subject they wish to undertake 
particularly in subjects that require high levels of skill and knowledge. 

This will apply for students who wish to undertake the following subjects: 
ǒ Fast Track VCE 
ǒ Year 11 VCE Specialist Maths/Maths Methods/General Maths/Foundation Maths 
ǒ Year 12 VCE Specialist Maths/Maths Methods/General Maths/Foundation Maths 
ǒ Year 11 VCE Physics/Chemistry 
ǒ Year 12 VCE Physics/Chemistry 
 

*Please see the Alkira Secondary College - Senior School Student Policy for specific detail 
 

Subject Selection Review Process  
Parents and students may request an Academic Review of a course or subject recommendation by lodging a 
Subject Selection Academic Review Form  within 7 days of the Course Counselling process being completed. 
An Academic Review: 
¶ Provides an opportunity for a student's circumstances, achievement data and supporting information to 

be reconsidered. 
¶ Ensures each request is considered on its individual merits. 
¶ Does not  guarantee entry into a particular subject, course or pathway. 
¶ Requires students to demonstrate readiness for the academic demands of the proposed study. 

Information Required as Part of the Academic Review  
The Academic Review Form should include: 
¶ Reasons why the student has not achieved the required standard or recommendation, including any 

extenuating circumstances. 
¶ The student's intended university, career or post-school pathway, including evidence that the requested 

subject is a prerequisite or strongly recommended. 
¶ The supports and strategies the student and parents/carers will implement to maximise the likelihood of 

success. 
¶ How the student will address identified areas for improvement, including contingency plans if difficulties 

arise. 
Reasons an Academic Review May Be Unsuccessful 
An Academic Review may not result in entry to the requested subject, course or pathway where: 
¶ The available evidence does not demonstrate readiness for the academic demands of the proposed 

study. 
¶ The original recommendation remains the most appropriate pathway based on the available evidence. 
¶ Timetabling constraints, subject clashes or blocking arrangements prevent the requested combination 

of studies from being undertaken. 
¶ Class capacity limits or staffing allocations have been reached. 

Additional Evidence of Readiness  
Where insufficient evidence exists to support a request, a final decision may be deferred, and students may be 
provided with an opportunity to demonstrate improved readiness during Semester 2. 
Additional evidence may include: 
¶ Improved academic performance. 
¶ Improved learning behaviours, engagement and application to learning. 
¶ Evidence that previously identified concerns have been successfully addressed. 
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Following consideration of any additional evidence, a final determination will be made regarding the student's 
request. 
 

VICTORIAN CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION (VCE) 

The VCE is commonly completed as a two-year (four semester) course where students usually complete twenty 
to twenty-two semester-length units of study. Each unit involves one hundred hours of study, of which 
approximately sixty are provided in face-to-face classroom situations. A substantial amount of work, both 
assessed and non-assessed is necessary outside of class time. 

  
Satisfactory completion of the VCE  
Over the two years, students must  satisfactorily complete a minimum of 16 units, including at least: - 
ǒ Three units of an English of which units 3 and 4 must be satisfactorily completed sequentially. 
ǒ Three additional unit 3 and 4 sequences 

 
Students at Alkira Secondary College are required to select a minimum  of 10 units in Year 11 and Year 12 at 
the College.  

*Please refer to the Alkira Secondary College - VCE Student Handbook (College Website and Compass 
Newsfeed) for specific policies and requirements of the VCE.  

  

 
At Alkira Secondary College, students may obtain their VCE by developing a course that includes: - 
ǒ VCE subjects offered at the College 
ǒ A VET subject offered at the College or other Registered Training Organisation 
ǒ A VCE subject offered through Virtual School Victoria or Victorian School of Language (if approved by the 

College) 
ǒ A University subject if recognised by the VCAA (Victorian Curriculum Assessment Authority) 
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UNIVERSITY SUBJECT AS PART OF THE VCE 
 
It is possible for talented students to undertake a first year University subject. These subjects can be credited 
towards a studentsќ ATAR (Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank) as a sixth VCE subject. 
 
Students must make an application directly to the University on the correct forms at the end of year 11. They must 
be very strong academically across the board and must also be completing the appropriate Unit 3 & 4 VCE subject. 
For example, if a student studies first year Biology at Melbourne University, they must also be studying Unit 3 & 4 
Biology at school. 
  
Acceptance into any University subject is at the discretion of the University and the Later Years Leader. These 
subjects are not taught at the College. Parents/Caregivers will be asked to pay the associated fees plus any other 
expenses attached to the course.   
 
VICTORIAN CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION / VOCATIONAL MAJOR  

What is the VCE Vocational Major? 
The VCE Vocational Major is an applied learning program that sits within the VCE. It has four subjects that fit within 
ƣőĲШé9EШƣőċƣШůċťĲШƨƓШƣőĲШĦŸƖĲШŸŉШƣőĲШƓƖŸŊƖċůЮШШÑőŔƚШŔƚШċŰШћ ƓƓũŔĲĬШxĲċƖŰŔŰŊШċƓƓƖŸċĦőќШƣőċƣШŔŰƻŸũƻĲƚШƚƣƨĬĲŰƣƚШ
engaging in relevant and authentic learning experiences. It is a method of learning where theoretical information 
comes to life for students in a real-world context that relates directly to their own future, is within their own control 
in an environment where they feel safe and respected.  Students' knowledge grows and expands as they take 
action to learn, reflect on that action and plan their improvement. 
  
The VCE Vocational Major is a two-year program over Year 11 and 12.  The VCE Vocational Major will prepare 
students to move successfully into apprenticeships, traineeships, further education and training, university 
through alternative entry programs or directly into the workforce.  The four main studies are assessed at a school 
level through authentic assessment activities.  Other than the General Achievement Test, there are no external 
examinations for the VCE Vocational Major studies and therefore students do not receive a study score and are 
not eligible to receive an ATAR. 

Students who have satisfactorily completed the requirements of the VCE Vocational Major will receive a Victorian 
Certificate of Education with the words Vocational Major on it to recognise their achievements. 

VCE Vocational Major Structure  

At Alkira the VCE Vocational Major includes the compulsory subjects of Literacy, Numeracy (or VCE Mathematics 
subject), Work Related Skills, and Personal Development Skills, VET at Certificate II level or above, and the choice 
of a VCE subject or additional VET subject delivered in the timetable at the college. 

Each subject is broken up into units of study.  Each unit has a set of outcomes which are assessed through a range 
of learning activities and tasks. 

Students will apply knowledge and skills in practical settings and undertake community-based activities and 
projects that involve working in a team. 
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VET/TAFE 
As part of the VCE Vocational Major, students are required to undertake Vocational Education and Training (VET).  
This provides students with the opportunity to undertake an accredited Vocational VET certificate in the industry 
of their choice. Students must be deemed competent in all units of their certificate. 
 
Non submission of a VET application will result in your withdrawal from the VCE Vocational Major program.  
 
NOT FOLLOWING ALL ADVERTISED INFORMATION REGARDING THE VCE VOCATIONAL MAJOR 
ENROLMENT PROCESS MAY RESULT IN THIS PATHWAY OPTION BEING UNAVAILABLE IN 2027.   

 
SCHOOL BASED APPRENTICESHIPS AND TRAINEESHIPS (SbATs) 

As part of the VCE Vocational Major program students may choose (with permission from the school) to 
commence an Apprenticeship or Traineeship and integrate this within their school timetable. This is referred to as 
a School-based Apprenticeship or Traineeship. The student will be required to enter a formal training contract to 
undertake this program. Mainstream VCE students have the potential to undertake an SbAT program depending 
on their specific program. 

 
The school-based Apprenticeship or Traineeship comprises of:  
ǒ Enrolment in VCE Vocational Major at school 
ǒ Enrolment with a Registered Training Organisation (RTO) т usually TAFE 
ǒ Registration with a Group Training Organisation or Apprenticeship group to oversee student and employer 

obligation. 
ǒ At least seven hours of employment and six hours of training (TAFE) per week. 

  
In this program, students receive one day of paid, on-the-job training with an employer, one day of training at a 
TAFE and the other days at school completing their VCE Vocational Major. There may be additional training on 
weekends or during school holidays. The SbAT will replace the standard VET certificate and include weekly 
Structured Workplace Learning days.  

  
There are a few industries in which a student can undertake an SbAT. Should a student wish to participate in this 
program, seeking a suitable, willing employer is the first step.  If an employer is found, contact the Careers Team 
who will refer you to the Department of Education and Training HEADSTART team for further assistance. 
Alternatively, our HEADSTART Industry Coordinator, Jody Yandle will work with interested students to source an 
employer in the relevant industry.  
 

The college strongly recommends that this process begin as soon as possible after Course Counselling 
appointments as the time taken to source a suitable employer and the completion of Apprenticeship 
contracts can be a lengthy process.  
 



12 
 

  
 

Please see more information on the HEADSTART initiative on the following pages. 
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VICTORIAN PATHWAYS CERTIFICATE (VPC) 
The Victorian Pathways Certificate (VPC) is an inclusive Year 11 and 12 standards-based certificate that meets 
the needs of a smaller number of students who are not able or ready to complete the VCE (including the VCE 
Vocational Major). It provides an enriched curriculum and excellent support for students to develop the skills, 
capabilities and qualities for success in personal and civic life.  

The Victorian Pathways Certificate is an accredited foundation secondary qualification  under the Education 
and Training Reform Act 2006. It aligns to Level 1 in the Australian Qualifications Framework. While the Victorian 
Pathways Certificate is not a senior secondary qualification, it can be a pathway to the VCE. 

The Victorian Pathways Certificate is designed to develop and extend pathways for young people, while 
providing flexibility for different cohorts. The VPC is suitable for students whose previous schooling experience 
may have been disrupted for a variety of reasons, including students with additional needs, students who have 
missed significant periods of learning and vulnerable students at risk of disengaging from their education. 
Students will gain the skills, knowledge, values and capabilities to make informed choices about pathways into 
a senior secondary qualification, entry level vocational education and training (VET) course or employment. 

The curriculum accommodates student aspirations and future employment goals. Victorian Pathways 
Certificate learning programs connect students to industry experiences and active participation in the 
community. Through participation in the Victorian Pathways Certificate students will gain necessary foundation 
skills to allow them to make a post-schooling transition. 
 
VICTORIAN PATHWAYS CERTIFICATE (VPC) SUBJECTS  
Literacy  
éÂ9ШxŔƣĲƖċĦǃШċŔůƚШƣŸШĬĲƻĲũŸƓШƚƣƨĬĲŰƣƚќШċĤŔũŔƣŔĲƚШƣŸШƖĲċĬЯШƽƖŔƣĲЯШƚƓĲċťШċŰĬШũŔƚƣĲŰШŔŰШĲƻĲƖǃĬċǃШċŰĬШŉċůŔũŔċƖШĦŸŰƣĲǂƣƚЮШ
The curriculum will assist students to develop an understanding of the different ways in which knowledge and 
opinion are represented and developed in texts drawn from daily life. This Literacy study is based upon applied 
ũĲċƖŰŔŰŊШƓƖŔŰĦŔƓũĲƚЯШůċťŔŰŊШƚƣƖŸŰŊШĦŸŰŰĲĦƣŔŸŰƚШĤĲƣƽĲĲŰШƚƣƨĬĲŰƣƚќШũŔƻĲƚШċŰĬШƣőĲŔƖШũĲċƖŰŔŰŊЮШ7ǃШĲŰŊċŊŔŰŊШƽŔƣőШċШƽŔĬĲШ
range of text types and content drawn from a range of local and global cultures, forms, and genres, including First 
 ċƣŔŸŰƚШƓĲŸƓũĲƚќШťŰŸƽũĲĬŊĲШċŰĬШƻŸŔĦĲƚЯШƚƣƨĬĲŰƣƚШũĲċƖŰШőŸƽШŔŰŉŸƖůċƣŔŸŰШĦċŰШĤĲШƚőŸƽŰШƣőƖŸƨŊőШƓƖŔŰƣЯШƻŔƚƨċũЯШŸƖċũЯШ
digital and multimodal representations. 
 
Numeracy  
Numeracy is about using mathematics to make sense of the world and applying mathematics in a context for a 
social purpose. Numeracy gives meaning to mathematics, and mathematics is the tool (the knowledge and skills) 
to be used efficiently and critically. Numeracy involves the use and application of a range of mathematical skills 
and knowledge which arise in a range of different contexts and situations. 

Numeracy enables students to develop logical thinking and reasoning strategies in their everyday activities. It 
ĬĲƻĲũŸƓƚШƚƣƨĬĲŰƣƚќШƓƖŸĤũĲů-solving skills, allows them to make sense of numbers, time, patterns, and shapes for 
everyday activities like cooking, gardening, sport and travel. Through numeracy, students understand the 
mathematical requirements for personal organisation matters involving money, time, and travel. They can then 
apply these skills to their everyday lives to recognise monetary value, understand scheduling and timetabling, 
direction, planning, monetary risk, and reward. 

Personal Development Skills  
VPC Personal Development Skills provides a framework through which students can increase their self-
understanding, build their capacity for self-care, and engage meaningfully with both their student cohort and the 
broader community. This study equips students to set and achieve challenging personal goals, and to take action 
to improve their health and wellbeing. 

Through coursework and participation in both independent and collaborative activities, students develop skills 
that contribute to personal development, build experience, and create opportunities, for example teamwork, 
communication, time management and problem-solving. 

PDS enables students to explore and address personal and collective questions and challenges. It builds the 
capacity of students to be motivated, independent and purposeful individuals and community members, 
prepared to navigate the future world of work, education, and personal relationships. 
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Work-Related Skills  
VPC Work Related Skills provides a framework through which students can continue to build their educational 
knowledge and skills, prepare to transition to the workforce and to further education, best placing them for 
success. This study helps students develop an understanding of the motivation, behaviours, rights and 
responsibilities of self and others, as well as the skills to communicate effectively, to work within a team and the 
capacity to reflect and improve when applying knowledge, experiences, and skills to a real-world situation. 

The study of WRS leads to opportunities across different industries and further education providers, giving young 
people the tools they need to succeed in the future. 

Students will have the opportunity to apply the knowledge and skills gained from this study in the classroom 
environment and through Structured Workplace Learning (SWL).   

VPC - VET 
As part of the VPC, students are strongly encouraged to undertake Vocational Education and Training (VET).  This 
provides students with the opportunity to undertake an accredited Vocation. 
 

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING (VET) 
Vocational Education and Training is a subject that students may complete as part of VCE and is a compulsory 
requirement of the VCE Vocational Major. These courses have several other requirements that must be adhered 
to, including attendance, completion of all units of competence, uniform etc. The College VET Coordinator will 
have a list of all possible VET courses, locations and costs.  
 
 Prior to enrolment, students will be asked to complete an application form that they will be given during Course 
9ŸƨŰƚĲũũŔŰŊШŔŰƣĲƖƻŔĲƽƚЮШ ƓƓũŔĦċƣŔŸŰƚШƽŔũũШŰŸƣШĤĲШƓƖŸĦĲƚƚĲĬШƽŔƣőШƣőĲШƻċƖŔŸƨƚШÑ [EƚШċŰĬШÅÑ§ќÉШŔŉШċũũШƖĲƕƨŔƖĲĬШŉŸƖůƚШ
are not returned to the Careers Office in a timely manner. 
 
The College pays a significant fee for tuition for each VET subject. Students are expected to complete an entire 
year in their VET course.    
 
Recognition of Vocational Education and Training (VET) within the VCE or VCAL ensures that students who 
complete a nationally recognised VET qualification will receive credit towards satisfactory completion of the VCE 
or VCE Vocational Major. 
  
VCE students undertaking a VET:  
The study score can contribute directly to the ATAR as one of the students primary four scaled studies or as the 
fifth or sixth study.  
The following VET programs have a study score available to students undertaking the relevant Units 3 & 4 
sequence: 

Business Community Services Dance Equine Studies 

Engineering Studies Creative & Digital Media Integrated Technologies Laboratory skills 

Health Furnishing Hospitality Music 

Information Technology  Sport and Recreation     

 
VET subjects which may be offered at Alkira Secondary College are: - (dependent on student  interest) 

Alkira Secondary College Mon-Fri Timetable (VCE-Vocational Major and VCE) 

Certificate II and III Applied Languages 
Certificate II Community Services 
Certificate III in Sport & Recreation  

 
 
 



16 
 

  
 

NB. Courses and course locations will be dependent upon student numbers. Whilst Alkira will attempt to 
enrol students in a Wednesday VET program, this is not always possible.  This may result in a student 
missing some classes on days when their VET occurs.    This information will be confirmed later this year. 
Students will be notified as soon as possible.  
 

HOW DO I CHOOSE MY COURSE? 

PREREQUISITES FOR FURTHER STUDY 
Students who intend undertaking further study after secondary school will need to be aware of the prerequisites 
set by tertiary institutions. Universities produce prerequisites, known as Tertiary Entrance Requirements; two 
years prior to the year of entry e.g. requirements for 2027 will be published in 2026. Some courses require specific 
subjects at Unit 1 and 2 level, so it is important to find out about likely career prospects prior to selecting Year 11 
subjects. Details of tertiary courses and requirements are provided on the VTAC website www.vtac.edu.au.  
You can also speak with a member of the Careers Team regarding pre-requisite subjects.  

  
Whether you are a person who knows exactly what they want to do, someone who changes their mind often, or 
ĲƻĲŰШƚŸůĲŸŰĲШƽőŸШŢƨƚƣШĬŸĲƚŰќƣШőċƻĲШċŰǃШĦƨƖƖĲŰƣШĦċƖĲĲƖШƓũċŰƚЯШŔƣШŔƚШŔůƓŸƖƣċŰƣШƣŸШĬŸШǃŸƨƖШƖĲƚĲċƖĦőШĤĲŉŸƖĲШĦŸƨƖƚĲШ
selection to give yourself the most options.  

  
MEETING TERTIARY ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS 
Students who wish to gain entry to university will need to have: 

иШШШШÉċƣŔƚŉċĦƣŸƖŔũǃШĦŸůƓũĲƣĲĬШƣőĲШé9E 
иШШШШ ĦőŔĲƻĲĬШƣőĲШċĬƻĲƖƣŔƚĲĬШ Ñ ÅШċŰĬШƓƖĲ-requisite subject study scores  

 
Some Universities base their selection on additional criteria. Some will require the applicant to sit a pre-admission 
test, attend an interview, or provide examples of their work through an Art or Technology folio.  
* * Please speak to the Careers Team for further details on additional selection criteria.  

  
9 x9Öx Ñf§ Ш§[ШÑcEШћ Ñ Åќ 
To calculate a Study Score for a subject the VCAA moderates the scores from School Assessed Coursework 
(SACs) against the exam (and in some cases GAT) results. This aims to ensure that the results given by each school 
ċƖĲШĦŸůƓċƖċĤũĲЮШEċĦőШŸŉШƣőĲШƚƣƨĬǃќƚШƣőƖĲĲШƚĦŸƖĲƚШŉƖŸůШ9ŸƨƖƚĲƽŸƖťШċŰĬШƣőĲШĲǂċůŔŰċƣŔŸŰыƚьШƽŔũũШĤĲШċĬĬĲĬШƣŸŊĲƣőĲƖШ
and converted to a Study Score out of 50 ( a rank against all other students across the state undertaking this 
subject). 
 
SCALING 
The Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre (VTAC) scales VCE study scores before calculating the ATAR.  Scaling 
adjusts for the fact that it is more difficult to obtain a high VCE Study Score in some studies than others.  Scaling 
ensures that students are neither advantaged nor disadvantaged based on their selected studies.   Study scores 
are scaled to consider the different levels of competition in different studies.  For example, it is significantly more 
challenging to get a raw study score of 30 in Mathematics Methods than many other subjects. 
Overall, the system provides the opportunity for you to choose the subjects that you are best at and that you 
like without worrying about scaling.  

  
The Scaled Scores achieved from English and the next three best studies are added together. To this are added 
10% of the scaled scores from your 5th and/or 6th subjects to get a total score. 

  
Hence, the maximum score will be 210 (best four studies of 50 plus 10% for up to two additional subjects), this 
will then be converted to an ATAR.    
N.B the ATAR is a rank not a score and is only required for entry into a university course. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.vtac.edu.au/
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WHAT TO CONSIDER WHEN MAKING SENIOR SCHOOL COURSE 
DECISIONS? 
ǒ What are my best school subjects?  

In most cases you will need to be very competent in a subject if you want to continue with it in your senior 
years. Think about the subjects you like and do best at. What jobs could they lead on to? Try also to identify 
why you are good at that subject and why you like it. 
 

ǒ Do the subjects I wish to do form part of a viable program?  
There are many combinations of subjects that complement each other, for example, Maths and Physics, or 
ĦĦŸƨŰƣŔŰŊШċŰĬШ7ƨƚŔŰĲƚƚШ~ċŰċŊĲůĲŰƣЮШШÉƣƨĬĲŰƣƚШċƖĲШĲŰĦŸƨƖċŊĲĬШƣŸШƣċťĲШċШћƓƖŸŊƖċůШċƓƓƖŸċĦőќШƣŸШƚƨĤŢĲĦƣШ

selection. Choose subjects with similar skill requirements or those with a common knowledge base. 
 

Mathematics selection  
It is strongly recommended that all students take great care when selecting their course of study in 
mathematics.  The college will provide students with their mathematics pathways recommendation/s 
during the subject selection process .  This recommendation is derived from demonstrated evidence of skills 
and knowledge through achievement data. 

 
Students who do not have a clear idea of their career path are advised to develop a program that will allow 
for two or more different pathways. Seek assistance if you are unsure of your career direction or subject 
choice.  

  
The Careers team can provide you with resources such as: 
ǒ Handbooks from tertiary institutions 
ǒ Lists of useful websites 
ǒ Careers tests 

  
Our Careers team is also available to talk with you and/or your parents to help you to find accurate 
information on which to base your decisions and explore alternate pathways to reach the same end pathway 
goal. 
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ENGLISH 
The study of English contributes to the development of literate individuals capable of critical and creative thinking, 
ċĲƚƣőĲƣŔĦШċƓƓƖĲĦŔċƣŔŸŰШċŰĬШĦƖĲċƣŔƻŔƣǃЮШÑőŔƚШƚƣƨĬǃШċũƚŸШĬĲƻĲũŸƓƚШƚƣƨĬĲŰƣƚќШċĤŔũŔƣǃШƣŸШĦƖĲċƣĲШċŰĬШċŰċũǃƚĲШƣĲǂƣƚЯШ
moving from interpretation to reflection and critical analysis. Through engagement with texts from the 
contemporary world and from the past, and using texts from Australia and from other cultures, students studying 
English become confident, articulate and critically aware communicators and further develop a sense of 
themselves, their world and their place within it. English helps equip students for participation in a democratic 
society and the global community. 

  
Unit 1: 
In this unit, students read and view texts with a focus on personal connections with the text. They engage with and 
develop an understanding of effective and cohesive writing. They apply, extend and challenge their understanding 
and use of imaginative, persuasive and informative text through a growing awareness of situated contexts, stated 
purposes and audiences. Assessment tasks for this unit include a personal response to text and a writing folio. 

  
Unit 2: 
In this unit, students develop their reading and viewing skills, including deepening their capacity for inferential 
reading and viewing, to further open possible meanings in a text, and to extend their writing in response to text, 
compare the presentation of ideas, issues and themes in texts. They analyse arguments presented and the use of 
persuasive language in texts and create their own texts intended to position audiences. Assessment tasks for this 
unit include an analytical response to a text, an analysis of argument and language, and an oral presentation of a 
point of view. 

  
Unit 3: 
In this unit students read and respond to texts analytically. They identify, discuss and analyse how the features of 
selected texts create meaning and how they influence interpretation. They read and engage imaginatively and 
critically with mentor texts, and effective and cohesive writing within identified contexts. Through close reading, 
students expand their understanding of the diverse ways that vocabulary, text structures, language features, 
conventions and ideas can interweave to create compelling texts and work with mentor texts to inspire their own 
creative processes. They analyse arguments and the use of persuasive language in texts. Assessment tasks for 
this unit include a text response analysis essay and a folio of original written pieces on a set context. 

  
Unit 4: 
In this unit students analyse arguments and the use of persuasive language in texts. Students read and view media 
texts in a variety of forms, including print, non-print and multimodal, and develop their understanding of the way 
in which language and argument complement one another in positioning the reader. They create an oral 
presentation intended to position audiences about an issue currently debated in the media. They also read and 
respond to texts analytically and demonstrate an ability to identify, discuss and analyse how the features of 
selected texts create meaning and how they influence interpretation. Assessment tasks for this unit include an 
argument analysis essay, an oral presentation and an analytical text response essay.  

  
Unit 3 & 4 Assessment 
ǒ Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 25% 
ǒ Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 25% 
ǒ Examination: 50% 

https://www.loom.com/share/393c9915b8f14403b59eead29cd38142?sid=728f1765-a55c-400b-82a8-
39204415654a 

 
 
 
 

https://www.loom.com/share/393c9915b8f14403b59eead29cd38142?sid=728f1765-a55c-400b-82a8-39204415654a
https://www.loom.com/share/393c9915b8f14403b59eead29cd38142?sid=728f1765-a55c-400b-82a8-39204415654a
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ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE (EAL)  
The study of English as an Additional Language (EAL) empowers students to read, write, speak and listen in 
different contexts. VCE EAL prepares students to think and act critically and creatively, and to encounter the 
beauty and challenge of their contemporary world with compassion and understanding. Students work to 
collaborate and communicate widely, and to connect with our complex and plural society with confidence. 
Through engagement with texts drawn from a range of times, cultures, forms and genres, and including Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander knowledge and voices, students develop insight into a varied range of ideas. They extend 
their skills in responding to the texts they read and view, and their abilities in creating original texts, further 
expanding their language to reflect accurately the purpose, audience and context of their responses. By 
developing broad skills in communication and reflection, the study of English enables students to participate in 
their diverse, dynamic and multicultural world productively and positively. 

  
Unit 1: 
In this unit, students read and view texts with a focus on personal connections with the story. They engage with 
and develop an understanding of effective and cohesive writing. They apply, extend and challenge their 
understanding and use of imaginative, persuasive and informative text through a growing awareness of situated 
contexts, stated purposes and audiences. Assessment tasks for this unit include a personal response to text and 
a writing folio. 
 
Unit 2: 
In this unit students develop their reading and viewing skills, including deepening their capacity for inferential 
reading and viewing, to further open possible meanings in a text, and to extend their writing in response to text, 
compare the presentation of ideas, issues and themes in texts. They analyse arguments presented and the use of 
persuasive language in texts and create their own texts intended to position audiences. Assessment tasks for this 
unit include an analytical response to a text, an analysis of argument and language, and an oral presentation of a 
point of view. 

  
Unit 3: 
In this unit students apply reading and viewing strategies to critically engage with a text, considering its dynamics 
and complexities and reflecting on the motivations of its characters. They analyse the ways authors construct 
meaning through vocabulary, text structures, language features and conventions, and the presentation of ideas. 
They read and engage imaginatively and critically with mentor texts, and effective and cohesive writing within 
identified contexts. Students work with mentor texts to inspire their own creative processes, to generate ideas for 
their writing, and as models for effective writing. They reflect on the deliberate choices they have made through 
their writing processes in their commentaries. Assessment tasks for this unit include a text response analysis 
essay, a listening task and a folio of original written pieces on a set framework of ideas. 

  
Unit 4: 
In this unit students further sharpen their skills of reading and viewing texts, developed in the corresponding area 
of study in Unit 3. They consolidate their capacity to critically analyse texts and deepen their understanding of the 
ideas and values a text can convey. Students analyse the use of argument and language, and visuals in texts that 
debate a contemporary and significant national or international issue. Students read, view and/or listen to a 
variety of texts from the media, including print and digital, and audio and audio visual, and develop their 
understanding of the ways in which arguments and language complement one another to position an intended 
audience in relation to a selected issue. Students apply their understanding of the use of argument and language 
to create a point of view text for oral presentation. Assessment tasks for this unit include an analytical text 
response essay, an argument analysis essay, and an oral presentation. 
  
Unit 3 & 4 Assessment 
ǒ Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 25% 
ǒ Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 25% 
ǒ Examination: 50% 

https://www.loom.com/share/393c9915b8f14403b59eead29cd38142?sid=728f1765-a55c-400b-82a8-
39204415654a 

 

https://www.loom.com/share/393c9915b8f14403b59eead29cd38142?sid=728f1765-a55c-400b-82a8-39204415654a
https://www.loom.com/share/393c9915b8f14403b59eead29cd38142?sid=728f1765-a55c-400b-82a8-39204415654a
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
English Language explores the ways in which language is used by individuals and groups and reflects our thinking 
and values. Learning about language helps us to understand ourselves, the groups with which we identify and the 
society we inhabit. Students explore how people use spoken and written English to communicate, to think and 
innovate, to construct identities, to build and interrogate attitudes and assumptions and to create and disrupt 
social cohesion. The study of English Language enables students to understand the structures, features and 
discourses of written and spoken texts through the systematic and objective deconstruction of language in use. 

Unit 1: 
In this unit, students explore the nature of language, and the various functions language performs in a range of 
contexts. They consider the properties that distinguish human communication as unique, the differences 
between modes of spoken and written language, and the relationship between meaning and the rules that 
govern language use. Students explore how in addition to words and their meanings, children learn to use the 
phonological and grammatical conventions of the language, as well as the appropriate use of these conventions 
in different social situations. 

Unit 2: 
In this unit, students focus on language change. Languages are dynamic and language change is an inevitable 
and a continuous process. Students consider factors contributing to change over time in the English language 
and factors contributing to the spread of English. They explore texts from the past and from the present, 
considering how all subsystems of the language system are affected т phonetics and phonology, morphology 
and lexicology, syntax, discourse, and semantics. Attitudes to language change vary considerably and these are 
also considered. 

Unit 3: 
In this unit students investigate English language in contemporary Australian social settings, along a continuum 
of informal and formal registers. They consider language as a means of social interaction, exploring how through 
written and spoken texts we communicate information, ideas, attitudes, prejudices and ideological stances. 
Students learn how language can be indicative of relationships, power structures and purpose through the 
choice of a particular variety of language and through the ways in which language varieties are used in processes 
of inclusion and exclusion. 

Unit 4: 
In this unit students focus on the role of language in establishing and challenging different identities. There are 
many varieties of English used in contemporary Australian society, including national, regional, cultural and 
social variations. Standard Australian English is the variety that is granted prestige in contemporary Australian 
society, and it has a role in establishing national identity. However, non-Standard English varieties also play a 
ƖŸũĲШŔŰШĦŸŰƚƣƖƨĦƣŔŰŊШƨƚĲƖƚќШƚŸĦŔċũШċŰĬШĦƨũƣƨƖċũШŔĬĲŰƣŔƣŔĲƚЮШÉƣƨĬĲŰƣƚШĲǂċůŔŰĲШċШƖċŰŊĲШŸŉШƣĲǂƣƚШƣŸШĲǂƓũŸƖĲШƣőĲШƽċǃƚШ
different identities are constructed. These texts include extracts from novels, films or television programs, 
poetry, letters and emails, transcripts of spoken interaction, songs, advertisements, speeches and bureaucratic 
or official documents. 

Unit 3 & 4 Assessment: 
ǒ Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 25% 
ǒ Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 25% 
ǒ End of Year examination: 50% 

https://www.loom.com/share/393c9915b8f14403b59eead29cd38142?sid=728f1765-a55c-400b-82a8-
39204415654a 

 
 
 
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.loom.com%2Fshare%2F393c9915b8f14403b59eead29cd38142%3Fsid%3D728f1765-a55c-400b-82a8-39204415654a&data=05%7C02%7CRachael.Cornell%40education.vic.gov.au%7C0f04542b0f0642f54f1208ddb907047e%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638870161977511159%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jO61QdWVVPyietssQPx06oQh5EJHfYatgjhRCa1YRIw%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.loom.com%2Fshare%2F393c9915b8f14403b59eead29cd38142%3Fsid%3D728f1765-a55c-400b-82a8-39204415654a&data=05%7C02%7CRachael.Cornell%40education.vic.gov.au%7C0f04542b0f0642f54f1208ddb907047e%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638870161977511159%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jO61QdWVVPyietssQPx06oQh5EJHfYatgjhRCa1YRIw%3D&reserved=0
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LITERATURE  

The study of Literature focuses on the meaning derived from texts, the relationship between texts, the contexts in 
which texts are produced and read, and the experiences the reader brings to the texts. In Literature students 
undertake close reading of texts and analyse how language and literary elements and techniques function within 
a text. The study provides opportunities for reading deeply, widely and critically, responding analytically and 
creatively, and appreciating the aesthetic merit of texts. Literature enables students to examine the historical and 
cultural contexts within which both readers and texts are situated. It investigates the assumptions, views and 
values which both writer and reader bring to the texts and it encourages students to contemplate how we read as 
well as what we read. It considers how literary criticism informs the readings of texts and the ways texts relate to 
their contexts and to each other. 

  
Unit 1: 
In this unit students consider how language, structure and stylistic choices are used in different literary forms and 
types of text. They consider both print and non-print texts, reflecting on the contribution of form and style to 
meaning. Students reflect on the degree to which points of view, experiences and contexts shape their own and 
ŸƣőĲƖƚќШŔŰƣĲƖƓƖĲƣċƣŔŸŰƚШŸŉШƣĲǂƣЮШÉƣƨĬĲŰƣƚШĦũŸƚĲũǃШĲǂċůŔŰĲШƣőĲШũŔƣĲƖċƖǃШŉŸƖůƚЯШŉĲċƣƨƖĲƚШċŰĬШũċŰŊƨċŊĲШŸŉШƣĲǂƣƚЮШÑőĲǃШ
begin to identify and explore textual details, including language and features, to develop a close analysis response 
to a text.  
 
Unit 2: 
In this unit students explore the voices, perspectives and knowledge of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
authors and creators. They consider the interconnectedness of place, culture and identity through the 
experiences, texts and voices of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, including connections to Country, 
the impact of colonisation and its ongoing consequences, and issues of reconciliation and reclamation. Students 
explore the text to understand its point of view and what it reflects or comments on. They identify the language 
and the representations in the text that reflect the specific time period and/or culture, its ideas and concepts. 
Students develop an understanding that contextual meaning is already implicitly or explicitly inscribed in a text 
and that textual details and structures can be scrutinised to illustrate its significance. 
  
Unit 3: 
In this area of study students focus on how the form of a text contributes to its meaning. Students explore the form 
of a set text by constructing a close analysis of that text. They then reflect on the extent to which adapting the text 
to a different form, and often in a new or reimagined context, affects its meaning, comparing the original with the 
adaptation. By exploring an adaptation, students also consider how creators of adaptations may emphasise or 
minimise viewpoints, assumptions and ideas present in the original text. They explore different ways we can read 
and understand a text by developing, considering and comparing interpretations of a text. 

  
Unit 4: 
In this area of study students focus on the imaginative techniques used for creating and recreating a literary work. 
Students use their knowledge of how the meaning of texts can change as context and form change to construct 
their own creative transformations of texts. They learn how authors develop representations of people and places, 
and they develop an understanding of language, voice, form and structure. Students focus on a detailed scrutiny 
of the language, style, concerns and construction of texts. Students attend closely to textual details to examine 
the ways specific passages in a text contribute to their overall understanding of the whole text 

  
Unit 3 & 4 Assessment: 
ǒ Unit 3 school-assessed coursework: 25% 
ǒ Unit 4 school-assessed coursework: 25% 
ǒ Examination: 50% 

https://www.loom.com/share/df4c86f8c0274d0cac29a963398e52b5 

 
 
 
 

https://www.loom.com/share/df4c86f8c0274d0cac29a963398e52b5
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LITERACY т VCE Vocational Major certificate only  
Literacy empowers students to read, write, speak and listen in different contexts. Literacy enables students to 
understand the different ways in which knowledge and opinion are represented and developed in texts drawn from 
daily life. The development of literacy in this study design is based upon applied learning principles, making strong 
ĦŸŰŰĲĦƣŔŸŰƚШĤĲƣƽĲĲŰШƚƣƨĬĲŰƣƚќШũŔƻĲƚШċŰĬШƣőĲŔƖШũĲċƖŰŔŰŊЮШ7ǃШĲŰŊċŊŔŰŊШƽŔƣőШċШƽŔĬĲШƖċŰŊĲШŸŉШƣĲǂƣШƣǃƓĲƚШċŰĬШĦŸŰƣĲŰƣШ
drawn from a range of local and global cultures, forms and ŊĲŰƖĲƚЯШŔŰĦũƨĬŔŰŊШ[ŔƖƚƣШ ċƣŔŸŰƚШƓĲŸƓũĲƚќШťŰŸƽũĲĬŊĲШ
and voices, students learn how information can be shown through print, visual, oral, digital and multimodal 
representations. 

  
Unit 1: 
On completion of this unit the student should be able to demonstrate understanding of how text types are 
constructed for different purposes, audiences and contexts through a range of written, digital, oral and visual 
responses.  Students should be able to apply an understanding of the conventions of literacy and digital 
communication by responding to and creating a range of digital content, suitable for a community, workplace or 
vocational context.   

  
Unit 2: 
On completion of this unit students should be able to explain the purpose, audience and main ideas of diverse 
arguments presented in different text types by creating a range of annotations and written, oral and multimedia 
responses that reflect learning.  Students should be able to interpret the values and opinions of others and 
present in oral form points of view supported by evidence.  
  
Unit 3: 
On completion of this unit the students should be able to demonstrate the ability to locate, read and understand 
the purpose, audience and content presented in a variety of informational, organisational and procedural texts 
through application of knowledge to real-life documents. Students should be able to create organisational, 
informational and procedural texts that reflect a specific workplace or vocational experience.  

  
Unit 4: 
On completion of this unit students should be able to illustrate understanding of the use of language in advocacy 
by producing a range of written, visual and multimodal texts for the promotion of self, a product or a chosen 
community group.  Student should be able to negotiate the topic of choice for, and complete, an oral presentation 
that showcases reflections and evaluations of student learning. 

  
Assessment:  
ǒ Assessment may take the form of: 

ǒ Summaries, oral presentations, digital documents, structured questions, brochures/posters, 
case studies, research task, audio-visual presentations, and more. 

https://www.loom.com/share/393c9915b8f14403b59eead29cd38142?sid=728f1765-a55c-400b-82a8-
39204415654a 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.loom.com%2Fshare%2F393c9915b8f14403b59eead29cd38142%3Fsid%3D728f1765-a55c-400b-82a8-39204415654a&data=05%7C02%7CRachael.Cornell%40education.vic.gov.au%7C0f04542b0f0642f54f1208ddb907047e%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638870161977511159%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jO61QdWVVPyietssQPx06oQh5EJHfYatgjhRCa1YRIw%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.loom.com%2Fshare%2F393c9915b8f14403b59eead29cd38142%3Fsid%3D728f1765-a55c-400b-82a8-39204415654a&data=05%7C02%7CRachael.Cornell%40education.vic.gov.au%7C0f04542b0f0642f54f1208ddb907047e%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638870161977511159%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jO61QdWVVPyietssQPx06oQh5EJHfYatgjhRCa1YRIw%3D&reserved=0
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